Abstract A new species of Rhetinantha from Colombian department of Antioquia is described, illustrated and placed within the key for the determination of national Rhetinantha species. The taxonomic affinity of the new entity is briefly discussed and the information about its distribution and ecology is provided.
Introduction
As described by Ruiz and Pavón 1794, the genus Maxillaria is the largest and the most problematic within the subtribe Maxillariinae. The infrageneric variation of the vegetative as well as the floral characters forced numerous reclassification proposals. The necessity of the delimitation from Maxillaria smaller, clearly defined groups of species (=genera) were noticed way back-in the beginning of twentieth century five genera were accepted by Cogniaux (1904 Cogniaux ( -1906 as valid taxa segregated from Maxillaria s.l. The broader concept and delimitation of the infrageneric sections only were supported by Dunsterville and Garay (1961) , Pabst and Dungs (1977) as well as by Atwood and Mora de Retana (1999) . The results of the molecular studies of indicated the paraphyletic character of Maxillaria s.l. hereby suggesting the necessity of the further genera recognition within this taxon.
One of the species group clearly separated in the genetic research was Maxillaria acuminata clade embracing plants producing oblong, two-to four foliate, laterally flattened pseudobulbs, with inflorescence arising from bract axils between the second-and third-oldest pseudobulbs, the campanulate flowers with rigid, fibrous, acuminate to aristate tepals and the simple or obscurely three-lobed lip with a linear callus bearing a resinous/lipoidal secretion or waxy white crystals ). Three genera were segregated from this clade (Table 1) : Rhetinantha M.A.Blanco, Sauvetrea Szlach. & Sitko and the monotypic Hoehnella Szlach. and Sitko Szlachetko and Ś miszek 2007; Szlachetko et al. 2012) . The first two taxa are distinguished by the the shape and situation of the lip callus. In this concept, Sauvetrea comprises 15 and Rhetinantha 20 species-all distributed from Mexico to Bolivia and Brazil.
According to the list compiled by Ortiz Valdivieso and Uribe Vélez (2007), eight species of Rhetinantha occur in Colombia: R. acuminata, R. friedrichsthallii, R. monacensis, R. notyliiglossa, R. ochroglossa, R. scorpioiodea, R. unguiculata and R. unguilabia. Their altitudinal range is wide and it extends from the near sea level up to over 2,000 m. a.s.l. (Ortiz Valdivieso and Uribe Vélez 2007) .
The comprehensive studies on the Colombian Maxillariinae revealed the existence of undescribed Rhetinantha species in the department of Antioquia, where so far only one species of the genus, R. acuminata, was reported (Idárraga Piedrahíta et al. 2011) . The characteristic and the line-drawing of the novelty are provided together with information about its ecology.
Materials and methods
Dried herbarium specimens were examined according to the standard procedures. Each studied sheet was photographed and the data from the labels were taken. Both vegetative and generative characters of every plant were studied. The presence, shape, and size of the pseudobulb and leaf arrangement were examined first. Then, the construction of the inflorescence and the shape and size of the floral bracts were studied. The morphology of flower, including gynostemium, was examined after its softened in the boiling water. At the end of the measurements, the surface of each floral element was studied under a stereomicroscope.
Acronyms for herbaria cited in this paper followed Index Herbariorum (Thiers, continuously updated). The CorelDraw v.12 software was used for the preparation of the distribution map. In rhizomatous, creeping plants, pseudobulbs up to 1.5 cm long and 0.5 cm wide, oblong, laterally compressed, bifoliate. Leaves up to 5.5 cm long and 0.5 cm wide, linear, bilobulate apically, lobules rounded. Peduncle 3-4 cm long, Distribution and ecology: so far known only from the Western Cordillera in the Colombian department of Antioquia (Fig. 3) 
Taxonomic treatment
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